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LǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
Time to take the RV out of storage 
and get it ready for another great 

camping season and 
 

But how do you get your RV ready?  
What do you do to make sure 
when you head out on a trip the 
w± ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ 
RV Consumer is all about. From de-
winterizing your RV to checking the 
ǘƛǊŜǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΦ 
 

I also had the opportunity to 
interview  Mike Gast, Vice 
President of Communications with 
KOA. See what Mike has to say, and 
ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
packed issue of RV Consumer e-
Magazine. 
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[ŜǘΩǎ start our spring RV preparation with 
de-winterizing the RV plumbing system. 
Depending on how your unit was 
winterized it will need to be de-winterized, 
but make sure the freezing temperatures 
are over for the season before you do. 
 

 Basically what needs to be done is to 
get all of the non-toxic RV antifreeze out 
of the plumbing system. Chances are, on 
average you used 2 to 3 gallons of RV 
antifreeze to winterize the unit. You can 
flush most of it out by running fresh water 
into the water system, either through the 
city water inlet or the fresh water holding 
tank, using the water pump. Open all of 
the faucets (hot & cold) and run fresh 
water through the system until it flows 
clear. All remnants of the antifreeze will go 
into the holding tanks and can be emptied 
later. 

 

 If for any reason you added RV 
antifreeze to the fresh water holding tank 
it will need to be drained before adding 
any potable water to the fresh water tank. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How-To 

De-Winterize  
the RV Water System 

Note: You will need to decide the best 
method for draining and disposing of 
the RV antifreeze. Much of it can be 
drained into a large bucket. Most RV 
antifreeze is biodegradable and safe 
to the environment, but you should 
check before disposing of it.    
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By Mark Polk 
 Another method, if the RV antifreeze 

you used is biodegradable, is to open 
drains and drain the non-toxic RV 
antifreeze from the system into a 
container. If you do not have a bypass kit 
on the water heater drain the antifreeze 
from the water heater too, but keep in 
mind it will be 6 or 10 gallons depending 
on the size of water heater tank. 

 After draining the antifreeze close all of 
the drains. 

 Re-connect the outside shower hose if it 
was removed. 

 To remove antifreeze from the 12-volt 
water pump add potable water to the 
fresh water holding tank, turn the pump 
on and open all water faucets. Run water 
through the system until clear and then 
turn the pump off. 

 Take the water heater out of the bypass 
mode and hook your drinking water hose 
up to the city water inlet. Turn the water 
on and open all water faucets (hot & cold). 
Run fresh water through the system for 
several minutes. 5ƻƴΩǘ forget the outside 
shower if equipped. It will take a couple of 
minutes to fill the water heater tank 
before water will come out of the hot 
water faucets. 

 Fill and flush the toilet. Add some 
additional water to the black water 
holding tank and treat it with holding tank 
chemicals so it is ready for use.  

 Re-install any water filter cartridges you 
removed prior to winterizing.  

With pressure on the system check the 
entire water system for leaks. The RV is 
de-winterized. 
 

RV 101 
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At this stage of the RV spring preparation 
process I like to sanitize the water system. 
LǘΩǎ not that difficult to do, just follow these 
simple steps. 

 Take a quarter cup of household bleach 
for every fifteen gallons of water that your 
fresh water tank holds. Mix the bleach, 
with water, into a one-gallon container and 
pour it into the fresh water holding tank. 

 Fill the fresh water tank completely full 
of potable water.  

 Turn the water pump on, open all hot 
and cold faucets, and run the water until 
you smell the bleach at each faucet.  

 Close the faucets and let it sit for at least 
twelve hours. 

 Drain the entire system and re-fill the 
fresh water tank with potable water.  

 Open all of the faucets and run the water 
until you no longer smell any bleach. Once 
this is done it is safe to use your water 
system. LǘΩǎ also a good idea to use a water 
filter at campgrounds and keep bottled 
water on hand for drinking. RV 101 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step #2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Use Maxx Air vent covers to ventilate 
your RV rain or shine 

www.maxxair.com  

Watch 
Install 
Video 

By Mark Polk 

Sanitizing the  
 RV Water System  

 

http://www.maxxair.com/
http://rveducation101.com/videostream/indexProducts.htm?clip=Maxx_Air_II_Vent_Installation
http://rveducation101.com/videostream/indexProducts.htm?clip=Maxx_Air_II_Vent_Installation


 
hǳǊ άDƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ w± DƻƭŘέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜƭŦ-paced 
online RV training program offering over 45 one-on-
one RV training videos, 50 feature articles, 60 RV 
tips and much more.                     Learn More> 
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Did you know that your tires can lose up to 2 
psi of air pressure every month? That means if 
the RV is in storage for 3 or 4 months the tires 
could be seriously under inflated. Try to get in 
a habit checking tire pressure before each trip 
ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ w±Φ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
your automobile tires periodically too. Always 
check when cold (before traveling) 

Every component in 
a towing system has 
a weight rating. This 
includes the vehicle, 
the receiver on the 
vehicle, the hitch, 
hitch ball, ball mount 
and safety chains 
and cables. Never 
exceed the lowest 
rated component in 
the towing system. 
This applies to a 
truck towing a trailer 
and a motorhome 
towing a dinghy.  
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BRAND NEW RV 101 Sites 

Check out two of our brand 

new sites. For RV info 

between e-magazine issues 

visit our new RV blog site at 

www.rvingwithmarkpolk.com 

and to view over 50 free RV 

how-to videos visit our new 

site at www.rv101.tv  

http://goforthervgold.com/

