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From the editor’s desk

Mark
Polk

RV101.TV

“The increase of RVs on display, supplier booth
space and record attendance at the PA RV Show
makes me feel confident that there is light at the
end of the recession tunnel” ~ Mark Polk

RV Consumer Magazine
I just returned from an exciting
week at America’s largest RV show,
the PA RV & Camping Show in
Hershey Pennsylvania. This RV
show is always a good indicator as
to the current state of the RV
industry and is a great place to see
what’s new for next year in the
world of RVs.
I was not disappointed. With over
1,000 RVs on display and an 11%
increase for supplier booths it was
exciting to see what’s new for the
2013 camping season. I also got to
catch up with old friends and some
new business colleagues.
You are in for a treat this month as
we take a sneak preview of new RV
models and some new RV products
you can expect to see in 2013.
Sit back, relax and enjoy this
edition of RV Consumer emagazine.

Mark
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Who is RV Education 101 and what do we do?
www.rveducation101.com

www.rvconsumer.com

www.rvuniversity.com

www.rvingwithmarkpolk.com

www.rv101.tv

www.rvorientation.com

www.rvvideosondemand.com

www.goforthervgold.com

RV Education 101 is an RV information company that produces RV training
videos, RV books and RV e-books with the end goal of educating the RV
consumer on how to properly and safely use and maintain their RV.
Owner’s Mark & Dawn Polk have helped educate well over 1,000,000 RV
owners since starting the company in 1999. RV Education offers numerous
informative websites packed with free RV videos, free RV articles, DVDs, RV
books, RV e-books, RV blogs and of course this free RV Consumer emagazine. If you have questions or concerns about using and/or
maintaining your RV you can always get your answer at RV Education 101
or one of its sister sites. Take a minute to click on the sites listed above and
see what RV Education 101 has to offer you. Happy RV Learning

www.rvconsumer.com
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RV 2013 Sneak Peek Preview
they re-designed the grill to stop
moving when it reached a certain
point to protect the RV siding from
potential damage. The grill also

By Mark Polk

When I attended the PA RV & Camping
Show in Hershey, Pa. my plan was to
catch a glimpse of what is new and
innovative for 2013. It’s important that
you keep in mind many new RVs and
RV products are not typically released
at the annual PA RV Show.
You do see lots of new model year RVs
on display, but RV manufacturers save
their newest concepts, prototypes and
RV products for the RV dealer open
houses, held in the Elkhart Indiana
area the week after the PA RV Show,
and for the National RV Trade Show
held in Louisville, KY in early
December.
But if you look carefully you can pick
up on some of the new trends and
innovations. For instance, at the
Gulfstream display I was informed
that customers asked for certain
changes and Gulfstream was listening.
It seems the BBQ grill that gets
mounted on the rear bumper on some
Gulfstream travel trailers was a little
too close to the fiberglass siding, so

comes equipped with built-in legs so it
can be used elsewhere.
Gulfstream had some other innovative
ideas too, like a new slide topper that
keeps water and debris from getting
on the top of your slide-outs. The

Innovations didn’t stop there, I was
told they designed their inside TV
(that is on a swivel mount) to be
removed and installed on the outside
TV mounting bracket so folks could

www.rvconsumer.com
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adjust the TV for easy viewing when
they are sitting outside. The travel
trailers also come equipped with
electric stabilizer jacks, electric tongue
jacks and electric awnings for ease of
use.

There were lots of other towable
Winnebago models, including the Minnie,
and numerous 5th wheel trailers.

Over at a Winnebago towable
display they decided to get away from
the typical white exterior and brighten
things up a bit. It reminded me of the
Mopar muscle car days with their
plum crazy purple and neon green
colors. I asked for some feedback and
some folks thought the colors did the
units justice while others said they
would never consider buying a bright
green travel trailer. That’s why RV
manufacturers offer so many different
sizes, colors and floorplans for folks.

On the motorized front Winnebago
displayed everything from the sleekly
designed Winnebago ERA to the Aspect,
the Journey and the Tour.

www.rvconsumer.com
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Discovery interior

I didn’t see any concept vehicles at the
Fleetwood display, but things sure looked
good. A long time favorite of mine is the
full wall slide-out. Talk about opening up
a floor plan! The Discovery had a full wall
slide on one side and two additional
slide-outs on the opposite side.

Fleetwood displayed everything from
its Jamboree with a Mercedes engine
to its American Coach Luxury
motorcoach line.

Discovery full wall slide-out

American Heritage exterior & interior

www.rvconsumer.com
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Type B motorhomes were out in force
at the show, and with gas prices
where they are, these Type B
motorhomes are the smart choice for
lots of RVers. Nissan entered the

Pleasure-Way

As did Leisure Travel Vans

Type B marketplace with this pop-top
camper. I saw Type B motohomes on
Chevy chassis’, Ford chassis’,
Mercedes chassis’, and Nissan
chassis’.

Leisure Travel Vans

A B-Plus motorhome that caught my eye
was the 22 foot Pursuit by Pleasure-Way.
The Pursuit was built on a Ford E-350
cutaway chassis with a V-10 engine and
5-speed transmission, and was equipped
with lots of practical features.

And I heard talk of Type B mileage
ranging from 14 mpg to 22 mpg!
Long time Type B motorhome
veterans Pleasure-Way and Roadtrek
had numerous units on display.
www.rvconsumer.com
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Another motorhome I found very
interesting was this Born Free Class C
motohome on a Ford F-550 Super Duty
chassis.

If size and fuel economy are not major
concerns of yours you may want to
consider something like this on a
Freightliner Custom Chassis.

It looked like it could go anywhere and it
had a very stylish interior too.

Born Free Interior

Bunk beds have been a common
occurrence in RVs for many years, but
this year I saw more floor plans with
bunk beds than ever before. There
were bunk beds in travel trailers, 5th
wheel trailers, motorhomes and toy
haulers. Let me show you what I am
talking about.
Here’s a
sofa/bed on
the bottom
with a bunk
on top

www.rvconsumer.com
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This illustrates good use of space with
corner bunk beds.

Above is a Fleetwood Bounder
motorhome with bunk beds adjacent
to the master bedroom.

This unit had a rear bedroom with 2
stacked bunks on the road side
(above) and a sofa/bed and bunk on
the door side (below).

And this toy hauler had full size stacked
bunks in the rear.

Something else I saw more of was Type
A motorhomes going back to the
overhead drop down bed that was more
prevalent back in the day (below)

www.rvconsumer.com
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Another popular addition on more and
more RVs is the use of LED lighting. I
saw LED lights on the outside, and on
the inside used for overhead lighting and
accent lighting. It makes sense since
LED lights last longer, create less heat
and use less energy. Let’s take a closer
look.

Below are some examples of LED
accent lighting on the interior of RVs.

Here are a couple good examples of
LED lights used on the exterior of
motorhomes.

Several RV manufacturers were using
LED technology for accent lighting on the
exterior of RVs as well. (top right)

With over 1,000 new units on display
at the PA RV & Camping Show things
look promising for the RV industry and
RV camping enthusiasts for 2013.
RV 101

www.rvconsumer.com
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If you’re in the market for an RV
here are a few RV buying tips
Know which type of RV is right for you and your family before you buy
RV’s come in numerous types, sizes and price ranges. Know which type is right
for you and what price fits your budget. Take the time to research your specific
needs, and how you plan to use the RV. If you plan to travel cross-country in the
RV a motorized RV might make more sense than a towable RV. If you plan to go
camping in the backwoods, off the beaten trail, a pop up or truck camper would
probably make more sense.
New or Used?
This is a major consideration before you purchase an RV. To assist you with
making this decision consider how you plan to use the RV and what your budget
is. If you only plan to take a couple of weekend trips, or use it for two weeks out of
the year, a used RV might be best for you. And, it won’t do you any good to own
an RV if there isn’t enough money left in the budget to enjoy it.
Do your Research
You need to do your research before you buy. There are lots of RV manufacturers
and RV brands to choose from. You want an RV dealer and a manufacturer that
will stand behind the product after the sale. You can research manufacturers on
the internet, request brochures, take factory tours and attend local RV shows to
learn more about all of the options you have.
Protect your Investment
When you purchase your RV consider some other factors that will help protect
your investment. I recommend looking into some type of extended service
contract that goes beyond the manufacturer warranty period. There are numerous
plans available so shop around for the best deal. Get specialized RV insurance
coverage. It’s different from your home and auto policy. When you need
specialized coverage you’ll be glad you have it.

www.rvconsumer.com
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Custom Paint for your RV?
At the RV show I met and talked with
Walter D'Andrea, owner of Walter
D'Andrea Bodyworks, LLC. I was
extremely impressed with his work and
thought other folks would like to know
just who Walter is and what he does.
MP: What is Walter D'Andrea
Bodyworks LLC?
WD: Walter D'Andrea Bodyworks, LLC
is a custom paint and body shop located
in Central Florida. It is owned and
operated by husband and wife team
Walter and Cynthia D'Andrea. We
specialize in one-on-one customer
service. We know and respect the
needs of RVers in the aspects of time
and budget.

MP: Is it an actual custom paint job or
a vinyl wrap that you apply to the RV?

WD: We do custom paint work and
vinyl wraps or decals. Those who
prefer easy maintenance and
protection against weathering usually
MP: Can the customer design their own prefer the painted surface.
graphics for their RV?
MP: Thanks for spending some time
WD: Customers can have as much
with us today. Where can folks go to
input into the design as they would
learn more and possibly see some of
like. Our graphic department is always your work?
available to aid our customers in making
WD: It’s been our pleasure. To learn
their dreams come true.
more about Walter D'Andrea
www.rvconsumer.com
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Bodyworks, LLC visit our website
or "like" us on Facebook to see our
gallery of work and to speak with
some of our customers.
We can be reached by email at
Walter@wdbodyworks.com

www.rvconsumer.com
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A $26.90
value for
$19.95

Subscriber’s Special
For many RVers it’s that time of year again, time
to winterize the RV water system to protect it
from freezing temperatures. Winterizing your RV
is not that difficult and it can save you time and
money.
Our Winterizing & Storing your RV DVD walks
you step-by-step through the process of
winterizing the plumbing system and preparing
your RV for short or long term storage.
This informative RV DVD also includes a free
winterizing & storing checklist that you can follow
after viewing the DVD. This will help ensure that
no steps or checks are overlooked or forgotten.

Our subscribers can get this
RV DVD valued at $26.90 for
only $19.95 through 15 Oct 12

Click for
more info

Winterizing & Storing your RV DVD ON Sale
www.rvconsumer.com
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In the
News

I wanted to post this article so folks would be aware.
It’s a shame this is what our society is coming to!
By The Denver Post
www.denverpost.com

Gold coins snatched while couple shows camper
in Adams County
The elderly man and woman were trying to sell a camping trailer that they had
parked in front. While the woman was showing the trailer to one of the men,
another entered through the back door of the residence and snatched three small
safes and several pieces of gold jewelry from inside. Read entire story

FOREST CITY, IA, September 2012 -- Winnebago Industries, Inc. has reintroduced the iconic Winnebago Minnie Winnie name in a big way with the launch
of a new value-priced Class C product line with a targeted MSRP starting around
$60,000.
The Minnie Winnie is debuting with the 31K at Winnebago Industries Dealer Open
House event held in Elkhart, Indiana. The Minnie Winnie will be available in four
floorplans in lengths ranging from 25-31 feet. The 31K floorplan displayed offers a
large u-shaped dinette, full-featured galley, a 32-inch LCD TV, flexible sleeping
options, and impressive storage including a large rear trunk.
From RV Daily Report
MARIETTA, Ohio -- Bushtec Products' Bunkhouse camper trailers has introduced
a new pop-up travel trailer that the company hopes will expand its market beyond
motorcycles towing the campers to reach people who prefer to drive their
automobiles. Read More
From RVing With Mark Polk Blog
RV Battery Charging Basics
It’s important to keep in mind that what you take out of your batteries must be put
back in. If it’s not done in a timely manner the battery sulfates and can be
permanently damaged. You need a three stage charger that can provide a bulk
charge, an absorption charge and finally a float charge. Ideally the goal is to
initially provide a bulk charge of about 14.4 volts to return the battery to 90
percent of full charge within the first couple hours. At this point the voltage
drops to about 13.6 volts for the remaining 10 percent to prevent any battery
gassing and water loss. Read More
www.rvconsumer.com
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Onan: I would have to say load
management. Overloading a
generator will cause:
– Circuit breakers to trip
– Overheating of the generator
– Low voltage conditions
– High oil consumption
– Decreased generator life
MP: What can owners do to prevent
overloading their generator?
During the RV show I had the pleasure
of talking with the folks at the Onan
generator display.

I thought it would be a good time to get
some helpful information for all the RV
owners with generators out there. Let’s
get started.
MP: I think there are lots of questions RV
owners have about their Onan generators,
but I want to concentrate on some that
apply to all types and sizes of Onan
generators. For starters what do you
consider the most important generator
issue for owners to be aware of?

Onan: There are four things the
owner needs to be aware of when
talking about load management:
1) Determine the ‘rating’ of your
generator.
2) Determine the total loads in your
coach.
3) Account for hidden loads.
4) Understand your operating
environment.
The first step is to look at the amps
nameplate on your generator to
determine the generator’s rating.
Next estimate the total watts of
electrical products that are
typically in use at the same time. A
simple conversion formula to keep in
mind is watts = volts X amps. Third,
make sure you account for hidden
loads. For example a battery charger
can pull up to 28 amps. All modern
three stage battery chargers go to
bulk charge when first turned on.
Other considerations are 120V / LP
water heaters and your refrigerator.
And last but certainly not least is your
operating environment. Always

www.rvconsumer.com
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consider altitude and temperature.
Altitude derates 3.5% for every 1000
feet. This equates to approximately
16% in Denver Colorado. A 5.5kw
generator set turns into 4.6kw. There
are altitude adjustments on gasoline
generators, but don’t change any
other settings. Temperature derates
1% for every 10 deg F over 77°F.
MP: That’s some great information.
My next question is, exercise the
generator or not?
Onan: Definitely exercise the
generator. The recommendation is 2
hours once every month @ 50% load
or up to full rated load if practical.
Check your generator owner’s
manual for load ratings. You can use
space heaters to apply loads (1500W
each)
MP: Why is exercising the generator
necessary?
Onan: There are numerous reasons,
but most importantly it:
– Lubricates the generator set and
expels moisture
– Helps avoid fuel varnishing in the
carburetor, and decarbon
of diesels
If you don’t exercise your generator it
can increase service issues, cause
performance issues, hard starting or
not starting and cause inability to run
loads in the coach.
MP: More good information. My next

question is concerning safety. Should you
use exhaust extensions or not?
Onan: Onan does not recommend any
modifications to the exhaust system, and
here is why. Some potential issues with
vertical extensions are:
– Damage to the generator exhaust
system
– Excessive back pressure
– Safety, especially if roof vents are open
-- Improper installation can create a safety
hazard.
-- The tailpipe/exhaust should have no
load placed on the pipe, and must be free
to ‘shake’
With today’s newer emission engines,
gasoline and diesels, the exhaust
temperatures are hotter, even
when lightly loaded.

Any additional thoughts on
generator safety Information?
Yes, CO detectors! Take them seriously
and make sure they work every time you
go camping or use the generator. Some
have expiration dates. Check yours. You
can have a CO issue even if your engine
or generator isn’t running – possibly your
neighbor or when you’re in heavy traffic
Always reference the generator handbook
for this and other safety precautions.
MP: Can you offer any recommendations
on storage procedures?
Onan: There are a couple concerns about
fuel related problems. For gasoline

www.rvconsumer.com
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generators no more than 10% ethanol
And not more than 5% methanol. E-85 is
not approved! When you store the unit
use a fuel stabilizer and run the generator
long enough to get the stabilizer through
the fuel system. If possible exercise the
generator monthly while it is in storage.
MP: What are some of the most common
generator service issues Onan
encounters?
Onan: I would say the most common
service issues are:
– The engine oil level
– Battery connections - Clean & Tight
– Watching the fuel gauge
– Not overloading the generator
– Gasoline storage/stabilization issues
-- On LP systems mud dabbers getting in
the LP Regulator vent line.
-- Loose air cleaner cover.
-- Broken flex coupling/exhaust elbows
due to improper exhaust components.
MP: This is all great information for
generator owners. Where can somebody
go to learn more about their generator?
Onan: The best thing to do is list some
resources. Where to look for help? For
RV technical documents, product
specification sheets, replacement
manuals, Onan parts and owner
handbooks visit
www.cumminsonan.com
www.funroads.com
www.cumminsonanstore.com
www.rvconsumer.com
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RV Product Spotlight
Proper RV roof care and maintenance can add years of life to your RV roof, and
the good news is RV roof maintenance is not that difficult to do. The first step is to
determine what type of roofing your RV has so you can make sure you are using
the proper materials to clean and maintain the roof. Watch Video
After you determine the type of RV roof you have you can inspect all of the
sealants on the roof for cracking or damage. It’s important that you conduct these
routine inspection to prevent intrusive water damage and ensure your warranty is
not voided. Sealing your RV roof in not that difficult either. Watch Video
If you don’t feel comfortable working on your RV roof take the RV to a reputable
RV repair facility to have the routine roof maintenance performed.

Video
download &
DVD Box Set
Deals

RV Education 101
Learning RVs the Easy Way
with MARK POLK

Americas most popular RV Training Series

Videos, Books, E-books
Looking for a bargain on some RV training
materials? Check out Box Set deals in our
Bargain Room
BARGAIN ROOM

www.rvconsumer.com
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Custom Built Luxury
Most RVs you see at RV shows are production models. Every now and then you
run across custom designed and built RVs that are pre-sold to the customer and
made one at a time. In Hershey I found two. Let’s take a closer look. by Mark Polk

5th Wheel Trailers

www.rvconsumer.com
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As I strolled through
the massive display
of RVs at the PA RV
& Camping Show I
ran up on a lone 5th
Wheel, in what seemed
like an unlikely spot.
The stunning exterior
instantly caught my eye.
As I walked around the
outside investigating
this New Horizons custom
built luxury 5th wheel I ran into
Phil Brokenicky, the owner

New Horizons luxury 5th wheel

of New Horizons, out of Junction City, Kansas. As we walked around and through
the RV Phil pointed out all of the unique features on the New Horizons 5th wheel.
The list was extensive to say the very least. Phil also made what I thought was an
excellent point. He said
that the cost of a New
Horizons 5th wheel and
a custom truck to tow it
was actually less than
many diesel pusher
motorhomes on the
market today. So for
those considering
purchasing a
motorhome one of
these custom built 5th
wheel trailers are truly
something to consider.
The interior was as beautiful as the exterior with appointments you normally only
see in residential households. There was a handheld remote control that
operated the window blinds, lighting and much more. Its 102” wide body
construction gives space and comfort that will make you feel like you are at
home rather than in an RV. Phil explained that 7 years of research and consumer
sampling have gone into the design of these luxury 5th wheels. Particular
attention has been given to creature comforts and ease of use in compiling a
www.rvconsumer.com
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long list of standard equipment. From the frame to the roof and the walls to the
cabinetry everything in this RV is special. The exterior boasts a triple axle with a
Mor/Ryde axle system, 16 inch wheels and optional disc brakes. The frame rails
are 12’‘ Steel I-Beam over 4 inch structural steel tubing allowing for large capacity
basement storage. The roof is fiberglass, with no seams, and is fully insulated and
there iare optional solar
packages. The walls are
laminated, full aluminum caged,
with high density closed cell
foam insulation in the floors,
walls, and ceilings, including the
slide room floors. The inside is
as amazing as the outside. The
cabinetry is all made in house,

and as you can see in the
pictures is all residential
quality. The floor was beautiful
rustic hardwood and all of the
furnishing were residential
grade as well. If the thought of
a luxury custom 5th wheel has
ever crossed your mind you
owe it to yourself to look at a
New Horizons before you
buy. For more information
on New Horizons take a
minute to visit their website.

I can quite honestly
say this is one of the
finest RVs I have had
the pleasure to look at
barring none.
www.rvconsumer.com
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Imagine my surprise the following day when I came upon another custom built
luxury 5th wheel on the opposite end of the huge outdoor RV display. This one
was a Continental Coach by Forks RV out of Shipshewana, Indiana.

Continental Coach luxury 5th wheel

I have a good eye
for RVs and I was
instantly drawn to
this one. The
exterior was
elegant, demanding
your attention. I
wanted to look
around the outside,
but couldn’t wait to
see the interior as
well. I later
discovered that
Forks International
builds mobile commercial units, luxury horse haulers, lightweight towables and
of course the Continental Coach custom luxury 5th wheels and travel trailers.
www.rvconsumer.com
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The exterior features a
gelcoat finish with
molded one piece
fiberglass front and
rear end caps, dual
pane tinted windows,
full body paint,
basement storage and
16 inch g-rated tires
on the triple axle. For
construction it uses a
12 inch 19 pound wide
flange steel I-beam
frame with 16 inch on
center roof, wall and floor. It also feature large holding tanks and a 12-gallon
water heater. When you
walk inside the unit you
instantly notice the
hardwood cabinetry,
Corian countertops and
residential furnishing. The
interior makes you feel as
though you are at home.
This model had a radius
shower and shower door
with a queen size bed. I
would have to say again
Continental Coach interior

if you are considering a luxury 5th
wheel you owe it to yourself to
look at the Continental Coach
before purchasing. But do not ask
me which of the two I prefer the
most, because I cannot answer
that. It would be a tough decision.
For more information on
Continental Coach visit their site.
www.rvconsumer.com
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Custom Trucks
For Custom Towing
If you’re going to purchase a large or
custom built 5th wheel you need a truck
that is fully capable of towing it. While I
was at the RV show I ran into a
company that specializes in custom tow
vehicles. The name of the company is
Classy Chassis Conversions out of
Valparaiso, Indiana.
I talked with owner and president Tom
Martin, and like me he emphasized the
need for safety when towing heavy
large 5th wheel trailers. Regardless of
the trailer you tow always make sure the
tow vehicle is capable of safely towing
the trailer. Tom also explained that many
of the newer trucks sit so high that the
5th wheel trailer does not ride evenly
because of the height of the truck’s bed.

He pointed out a nice feature on the
custom trucks is how the truck bed is
lower so the 5th wheel can ride evenly.

l
What I really like is that Classy Chassis
is a full conversion shop. A one stop
shop if you will. Tom does fully custom
interiors, graphics & paint, custom beds

www.rvconsumer.com
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like this generator/tool box slide-out compartment along with other large storage
compartments. Classy
Chassis Conversions has
the capability to customize
nearly every make and
model truck on the market.
There are way too many
custom options and
accessories offered to list
here. If you are interested
in a custom tow vehicle or

In accessorizing your truck take a minute
to visit their website or call 1-800-223-4330

www.rvconsumer.com
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Click on a banner to learn more about these great products

Check out
these great
RV training
programs

It doesn’t matter if you are new to RVing or a seasoned veteran, we
offer a complete line of RV training DVD’s to meet your specific needs.

Get you free RV Insurance Quote

www.rvconsumer.com

Use Maxx Air vent covers to
ventilate your RV rain or shine
www.maxxair.com
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All-Electric

In the foreseeable future, at least for
the time being, it looks certain this is
one direction the industry is
considering. Let’s take a glimpse at
how sustainable energy technology
could affect the way we use and travel
in our RVs, be it good or bad.
Here are my top 7 concerns with allelectric RVs:

RVs
By Mark Polk

With increasingly stringent EPA and
DOT mandates, and new technology in
sustainable energy resources, I can’t
help but wonder how the RV industry
will be affected. Mandates aimed at
increased fuel economy and
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions have
RV chassis builders and RV
manufacturers scrambling to develop
new sustainable energy strategies for
RV applications.
Last November when I attended the
49th Annual National RV Trade Show in
Louisville, Ky. I previewed an all-electric
prototype E Tahoe Type C motorhome
manufactured by MVP RV Inc.
Opinions on electric vehicles (EV), as
well as other types of alternative fuel
technology in today’s marketplace vary
widely. I must admit I lean a little to the
right on the EV topic, especially as it
pertains to recreation vehicles. I am not
against the idea, but I can’t help feel
there is a long way to go before it could
be considered practical for applications
in RVs.

1. When considering the benefits of an
all-electric RV, I would be remiss not to
mention how the use of electric
vehicles can contribute to technological
advancements, lessen environmental
concerns and address concerns over
the continued use of fossil-fuels. If our
forefathers didn’t embrace new
technology, where would we be today?
But, I do have concerns as well.
The prototype model displayed in
Louisville uses 96 lithium-ion batteries
to power all onboard systems in the
RV, and to propel it down the highway
approximately 120 miles on a full
charge. At that point it would require
stopping for 90 minutes to recharge the
battery bank. This 100- to 120-mile
range is extremely limited for a
motorhome, in my opinion. I was told
that optional battery bank sizes would
be offered; increasing the distance one
can travel between charges, but at the
same time adding to the expense,
weight and space required to
accommodate the batteries.

www.rvconsumer.com
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2. With a travel range of 100 to120
miles, one concern is locating a 240volt AC charging station every time the
batteries need recharging. This is the
current recharging requirement for this
particular vehicle, although the
manufacturer’s representative did
mention MVP is looking at alternative
recharge options for the production
model.
The concern for locating EV charging
stations is especially true when
traveling secluded stretches of
highways that RVers frequently travel.
Keep in mind this is an all-electric RV,
meaning it does not have a
supplemental gasoline engine to
assist, or charge the batteries, as it
approaches peak travel distance.
Electric vehicles (now I am referring to
EV automobiles) are intended primarily
for urban populated areas, consisting
of short daily commutes to and from
work. Experts are quick to point out,
what once was mostly a rural America
has manifested into a more urban
America. This, I assume, is where the
majority of EV charging stations will be
available.

Unfortunately, the majority of RV
owners don’t plan to spend their RV
vacation in downtown metropolitan
areas.
3. The weight required for 96 lithiumion batteries, possibly more if you
choose to travel longer distances
between charges, can be substantial

The argument is, since the vehicle’s
powertrain (engine and transmission)
was removed, the added weight of the
battery bank and electric motor is a
wash. I would need to see the federal
weight certification data before I am
convinced of this. This added weight
could severely limit the cargo carrying
capacity (CCC) and gross combined
weight rating (GCWR) of these allelectric motorhomes.

View under the hood

4. The space required for 96 batteries is
quite significant, too. Storage space and
holding tank capacities are valued
commodities among motorhome
owners. I would have to think that
holding tank capacities and exterior
storage accommodations will take a hit
to allow the room required for these
batteries. Limited storage and holding
tank capacities, coupled with weight
concerns, could affect the feasibility of
an all-electric motorhome.
5. I personally don’t know
what battery
Photo courtesy
maintenance requirements
would entail
www.rvia.org
for 96 lithium-ion batteries.
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would entail for 96 lithium-ion batteries.
Again, I would think that improper
battery charging procedures could affect
the lifecycle of the batteries. I wonder
how difficult it will be to replace a
damaged or defective battery, and at
what cost? The rep at the show said the
lifecycle of the batteries is expected to
be 10,000 cycles. At 100 miles on a fullcharge this equates to 1,000,000 miles.
I haven’t seen many RVs that traveled
1,000,000 miles, so that’s a good thing.

6. I guess we would need to consider
the idea of a hybrid RV as well. The
hybrid category can be split into two
groups. There are hybrid electric
vehicles (HEV) and plug-in hybrid
electric vehicles (PHEV). Basically, an
HEV uses an internal combustion
engine along with an electric motor and
battery. The vehicle uses electric power
to propel it at lower speeds and the
gasoline engine takes over at higher,
more demanding speeds and operation,
and to recharge the battery.
The PHEV would require larger battery
banks that can be recharged by
plugging into an AC outlet, similar to an
all-electric RV. In all other regards the
PHEV operates on the same principle
as an HEV, using a gasoline engine at
higher speeds and operating loads.
Because of the weight of a motorhome,
larger and heavier battery banks and
electric motors would be required in RV
applications, compared to smaller
electric vehicles. A downside to HEVs
vehicles is the added weight of a

secondary powertrain, which
contributes to some of the same weight
concerns of an all-electric RV model.

7. At zero emissions the carbon
footprint of an all-electric motorhome is
greatly reduced. This is, of course, an
important accomplishment, in favor of
electric vehicles. However, in addition
to reducing the impact it has on the
environment, an RV still needs to retain
practicality. It needs to serve the
function it was designed and built for in
the first place.
It is possible that one day an allelectric RV will hold its place in RV
history, but in my opinion the
infrastructure, form and function all
need to be addressed and in place
before we move forward. Like the old
saying goes: Don’t put the cart before
the horse. Let’s make sure we start in
the right place and do things in the
right order.
Update: MVP RV closed its doors in
December 2011 due to a legal dispute
between investors. The company’s
assets were auctioned off in an attempt
to raise money to pay the $37 million
owed to creditors.
I don’t know the current status of the
All-Electric E Tahoe Type C MH.
RV 101
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RV Training Resources

Click here to view our complete line of RV Training Products
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